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Western Sussex (DE) Branch 

Celebrating 75 Years! 

MAY 23, 2016 

It was with great pride and a trip through our 

branch history that the Western Sussex (DE) 

Branch of AAUW celebrated 75 years of women empowering 

women at the Manor House in Seaford.  Surrounded by mem-

bers and guests, the evening was a resounding success. 

Joyce Mackler, Branch President, presided over the evenings 

events while Penny Denier, AAUW State President looked on.  

Jean Gandek was recognized as a 50 year member and 

achieved Honorary Life member status. 

Among the guests were Hannah Doyle, 2012 recipient of the 

Delaware Aerospace Summer Camp Scholarship.  She is cur-

rently a junior attending Seaford High School.  She is her class 

president, active in four sports, and at the top of her class. 

Our 2002 Scholarship Alumnus, Stefani Riddle, spoke briefly 

about her life since the award.  She is currently the Teacher of 

the Year for Millsboro Middle School (Indian River) where she 

teaches math. 

Carol Breeding, our 2003 & 2004 Delaware Tech Scholarship 

awardee was unable to attend due to illness, however, Jean 

Gandek read a letter to the group from Carol, and we are hop-

ing to include her in a future meeting. 

(Continued on page 2) 

2016-17  

Meeting Dates 

September 28, 2016 

November 30, 2016 

January 25, 2017 

March 22, 2017 

May 24, 2017 

 

September 

 Program 

Jim Martin 
Executive Director 

A.C.E. Peer 

Resource Center 

Seaford, DE 

 

West Side Stories 



Our Mission 
Advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, 
and research. 
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) is the nation’s leading voice promoting equity and 
education for women and girls. Since our founding in 1881, AAUW members have examined and taken posi-

tions on the fundamental issues of the day — educational, social, economic, and political. 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

One of the evenings highlights was Sally Higgins, Past Presi-

dent 1990-92 & 1993-95, and her autobiography in brief.  She 

shared how her step-mother encouraged her to join AAUW as 

a young college graduate.  Sally is an Honorary Life Member! 

Lisa Tobin announced Ms. Madison Hill, Delmar High 

School, as the 2016 High School Scholarship recipient.  Madi-

son had a previous choral concert scheduled, so she was un-

able to attend.  She will be attending the University of DE in 

the fall where she will major in Elementary Education. 

The evening ended with door prizes and a special present for 

Joyce. 

MEMBERSHIP  

MATTERS: 
 

Our branch currently has 

28 members in good 

standing.   

Josie Hunsberger will 

continue to be in charge 

of membership for the 

coming year. 

Please take a second to 

invite a neighbor, friend, 

relative, or co-worker 

(past & present) to a 

meeting to learn more 

about AAUW.  A strong 

membership benefits us all. 
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Membership Is Everyone’s Business! 

As we head into fiscal year 2017, remember that everyone can help 

recruit new members to AAUW. The AAUW website has many great 

resources to help you get started. And coming soon: recruiter pins! 

Members who recruit five or more new members to AAUW through-

I would just like to thank each and every one of you 

for the wonderful gifts you gave me at our annual 

meeting.  The plant is beautiful.  It is very happy on 

my patio and continues to bloom.  The cooler full of 

relaxation “tools” was amazing.  I am using everything 

in it!  Of course the margarita mix is gone!  Your 

thoughtfulness and generosity is so appreciated.  I am 

a very lucky person to be the branch president of such 

a wonderful group of ladies.  Thanks again.  Joyce 



TREASURER’S  

REPORT 

AUGUST 15, 2016 

 

Operating Expenses 

Acct: 

Beg. Bal. = $1532.82 

Income = $0 

Expenses = 

 Nat’l Dues = $147 

 DE Dues = $18 

 TOTAL = $165 

Ending Balance = 

$1367.82 

 

Scholarship Account: 

Beg. Bal = $6080.83 

Income = $0 

Expenses =  

 Uof D = $600 

 (for Madison Hill 

 Scholarship Rec.) 

Ending Balance = 

$5480.83 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Ellen Wright 

Treasurer 
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Our financial 

accounts  

have been 

audited! 

Rajani Purandare 

I love education. In our world in India we were Brahmin girls. Our job was to teach 

India. I never wanted to be in teaching. However, I eventually landed in Seaford 

with my family and got my teaching certification.  My major was art history from 

Bombay. Then Ian diplomat in Russian language. I went to art school to earn my 

interior design certification. I always wanted to be artist,  

but it was not accepted profession for Brahmin girls.  

I taught in the Laurel School District. Then I went to teach in Salisbury school at a 

private school. I have been the AAUW president and international chair. I have 

also been the garden club president, a Boy Scouts den mother, and finally a Girl 

Scouts Brownie leader. I speak several different languages.  

I have two wonderful kids who both attended West Point and completed engineer-

ing degrees.  

My marriage was arranged and we have completed 49 years this year. 

Mary Lee Phillips 
 

I live east of Millsboro in an over 55 community.  I am very active in Li-
ons Club International, and was their district governor in 2013-2014.  I 
am retired after working full time as a grants specialist, & Budget Analyst 
managing federal grants for New Castle County.  I have an Associates 
of Science Degree from Del. Tech, Owens Campus (1969) and was 
Alumni Walk of Fame recipient in 2011.  I graduated from Wilmington 
University in 1994 Magna Cum Laud with my B.S. degree majoring in 
Business and Psychology.  I completed most of my course work for my 
masters in public policy, stopping because of my husband's illness and 
death.   



Dear Delaware AAUW Members, 

 

I want 
to wel-
come 

all of you to the 2016-2017 AAUW Dela- ware. Although 
other years start in January or July ours seems to gear up in September.  I think this is going to be an 
exciting year with new possibilities and projects that will intrigue you. 

 

First let me tell you a little bit about our Board. The State Board is made up of the six branch presi-
dents, three elected officers (president, treasurer, and communications officer) and two appointed 
committee chairs: currently, public policy and the program. Of the eleven votes on the Board nine of 
them are members who have been elected by the branches or the membership and the two appointed 
positions have been approved by the Board.  We are designed to represent you. 

 

Our job as a Board is to serve the membership in the state and to be a resource to the leadership in 
each branch. We try to coordinate and share information that we think might be useful to each branch.  
We respect the individuality of each Branch and although there is “one AAUW” with a shared mission 
each Branch is different and meets the needs of its members in different ways. 

 

One area, public policy, is often a state-level initiative that is shaped by the public policy chairs of the 
branches and the state co-chairs (Linda Barnett, Wilmington and Marty Johnson, Coastal George-
town). The public policy agenda always reflects the mission but the emphasis changes throughout the 
year. The current focus is on getting out the vote and bullying. Several branches are partnering with 
the League of Women Voters to encourage voter registration and voting. As the school year is begin-
ning we are also initiating work with the state in the area of reporting bullying and sexual harassment 
and to develop plans to better address these issues. 

 

To keep informed about National and State priorities and what you can do, sign up for Salsa: Salsa 
is the software the AAUW uses to keep in touch with members nationally and internationally.  We use 
Salsa to keep in touch with members in the state. We want to keep you informed about important is-
sues and events but you need to sign up.  It is easy.  Go to aauw.org, put two-minute activist in 
the search box then, sign up.  

 

If you are interested in becoming more active at the state level, please contact your branch president 
or me.  In AAUW Delaware there is always room at the top and we invite you to join AAUW for Dela-
ware. We will be sending out more specific information about ways to participate at the state level af-
ter our September 24th Board meeting. 

 



  

Greetings Friends, 

I hope you have all had a nice summer.  It seems like it has flown by!  

The board has been meeting monthly over the summer to facilitate a 

smooth transition of officers and to begin planning for this year’s pro-

grams and activities.  We are so fortunate to continue to have such 

bright, enthusiastic and dedicated board and committee members in our 

branch!  Shirley and Gerry are planning our programs this year.  Our 

general meetings will still be at the Manor House and Nancy will be 

choosing the dinner menu.  Please send your reservations to Gerry this 

year.   

Ellen is our new treasurer.  This is not the first time for Ellen.  She was 

our branch treasurer for several terms in the past.  It is also very excit-

ing to have Mikki doing the newsletter.  She will also be submitting in-

formation to our page on the AAUW Delaware website aauw-

de.aauw.net and to local papers.  We want to share news about our 

branch and try to expand our membership.   

Speaking of membership, Josie is continuing as our membership direc-

tor.   Now is a good time to thank all of you for renewing your member-

ship in our branch.  Also, welcome to our new members!  Please invite 

your friends to join our branch.  Remember if they join at a program 

meeting, they can receive one half off of the association dues.  If you 

know any new college graduates, we can help you to offer them one year 

free membership in AAUW.   

The board has several ideas for additional branch activities such as a 

wine tasting, cocktails and conversation hour, movie night, and paint 

night.   We also would like to continue our book group, geranium sale, 

and candidate forum.  We know each of you has many interests and tal-

ents and we would greatly appreciate your involvement in planning and 

participating in these events.  The more our members are involved, the 

more we can do as a branch; the more we do as a branch, the more visi-

ble we will be in our community; and the more visible we are, the more 

other women will want to join us.  Our goal is to begin a spiral of growth 

and positive impact of our branch in the community.    

In closing, I want to leave you to reflect upon the AAUW mission state-

ment and value promise.  We look forward to seeing you at the Septem-

ber general meeting.    

Joyce 

AAUW IS A  

TOP-RATED  

CHARITY 
 

The  

Achievement of 

an organization 

are the results of 

the combined ef-

fort of each  

individual. 



PUBLIC POLICY POINTS 

By Judy Cullen 

November 8, Election Day, is 

fast approaching and Na-

tional AAUW is encouraging 

all state AAUW’s to develop 

programs for “Getting Out 

the Vote.”   

These programs can include 

voter registration drives in 

local communities, educa-

tion voters on the issues, 

particularly those impacting 

women and children, and 

ensuring that on November 

8 voters have access to the 

polls.   

Local AAUW groups are en-

couraged to link with other 

organizations (eg: League of 

Women Voters) in their com-

munities so as not to dupli-

cate efforts. 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

Sept. 13  

Primary Election (State & 

Local candidates) 

Oct. 15   

Deadline to register to 

vote in General Election 

AAUW ACTION FUND VOTER GUIDES 

The first batch of AAUW Action Fund Voter Guides for the 2016 

Elections have been published! These nonpartisan, head-to-head 

candidate comparisons show how candidates and elected officials 

stack up on issues important to women and their families this elec-

tion year. 

  

The AAUW Action Fund voter guides are intended to help inform 

voters in pressing races across the country, and provide nonpartisan 

information about candidates’ positions on issues like equal pay, 

education funding, and reproductive rights. Candidates’ positions 

on the issues are determined using their voting records, public 

statements, campaign position papers, as well as information 

posted by trusted sources on the internet.  

   

The Action Fund will release additional guides for House, Senate, 

and Gubernatorial races every two weeks through September. If 

there’s a race you think we should consider, let us know – and be 

sure to include in your request any branch plans for putting the 

guide to use. Though the AAUW staff is unable to create guides for 

all competitive races in this election cycle, branches and state or-

ganization are encouraged to create their own voter guides using 

our templates for House, Senate, and State-wide races.  

  

Voter guides are part of the AAUW Action Fund It's My Vote: I Will 

Be Heard campaign to educate and mobilize young women voters. 

They’re an excellent resource when attending town halls or candi-

date events; think of any “unknown” or “mixed” designations as an 

opportunity to pin down a candidate’s position! 

  

Any questions can be directed to votered@aauw.org.   

  

Elizabeth Holden 

Grassroots Advocacy Manager 

American Association of University Women (AAUW) 

202.785.7763 | www.aauw.org 

  6 

https://www.aauwaction.org/voter-education/voter-guides/
mailto:votered@aauw.org?subject=Voter%20Guide%20Request
https://www.aauwaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/2016-House-Voter-Guide-Template-nsa.doc
https://www.aauwaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/2016-Senate-Voter-Guide-Template-nsa.doc
https://www.aauwaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/2016-State-Voter-Guide-template-nsa.doc
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=8&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aauwaction.org%2Fmy-vote%2F
http://salsa4.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?key=-1&url_num=8&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aauwaction.org%2Fmy-vote%2F
mailto:votered@aauw.org
tel:202.785.7763
http://www.aauw.org/
tel:202.785.7763


 

 

 

 

 

SUNSHINE NOTES 

Lisa Tobin has welcomed 

a new granddaughter (her 

first) in August.  Avery 

Judith was born healthy 

and happy, and mom and 

dad are doing great.  

Please ask Lisa to share 

her adorable photos! 

Gerri Mitchell’s son, 

Greg, will be getting mar-

ried October 12th.  We 

wish him many years of 

happiness. 

Please take a moment to 

remember our members 

who are unable to attend 

our meetings on a regular 

basis.  Reach out and say 

hello if you are so in-

clined! 

 

For publication in our 

next newsletter, please 

send any articles, news 

items, and Sunshine 

AAUW ACTION FUND VOTER GUIDES 

President—Joyce Mackler 

Program—Gerri Mitchell & Shirley Blackwell 

Membership—Josie Hunsberger 

Finance—Ellen Wright 

Communications/Newsletter—Mikki Madden 

AAUW Funds—Ellen Wright 

Bylaws—Jean Gandek 

Secretary—Barbara Hinz 

Public Policy—Judy Cullen 

Past President—Pat Davidson 

All members are welcomed and encouraged to be a part of our AAUW organiza-

tion through service and support of our officers. 

 

OFFICERS FOR 2016-17  

BOOK CLUB: 
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Several members of 

our branch have con-

tributed a total of 

$135 to the AAUW 

Funds in the first six 

AAUW = What started with 17 like-minded women has grown into a powerful 

network that has influenced — and at times shaped — the debate over equity in 

education, political viewpoints, economic directions, and social issues. 

The next AAUW Book Group selection is The 

Dinner by Herman Koch.  We will meet at 6 pm 

at BJs Restaurant in Blades on Wednesday, Oc-

tober 26.  This book has been made in a movie 

to be released in 2017 starring Rebecca Hall 

(Katelyn), Chloe Sevigny (Barbara), Richard 

Gere (Stan), Laura Linney (Claire), and Steve 

Coogan (Paul).  The book was described 

by Amazon as a "darkly suspenseful, highly con-

troversial tale of two families struggling to make 

the hardest decision of their lives - all over the 

course of one meal....skewering everything from 

parenting values to pretentious menus to politi-

cal convictions, this novel reveals the dark side 

of genteel society and asks what each of us 

would do in the face of unimaginable trag-

edy."  The book is available in paperback, the 

library, or e-book.  



SEPTEMBER MENU: 

Garden Salad with Dried 
Cranberries & Almonds 

Salmon with Lemon Butter 
Sauce 

Spaghetti with Meatballs 

Spaghetti Noodles 

Wild Rice 

Asparagus 

Green Beans 

Chocolate Mousse 

Lemon Meringue Pie 

Coffee, Ice Tea, Water 

Please kindly RSVP your atten-

dance  to Gerri Mitchell.  Please 

include any guests in your RSVP. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

PLEASE  

PLACE  

STAMP  

HERE 

Western Sussex Branch 

AAUW 
 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

You can find out about national issues at: 

http://www.aauw.org/ 

 

 

Women working full time in the United States typically are paid just 79 percent 
of what white men are paid, a gap of 21 percent — and it’s even worse for 
women of color. Through AAUW Start Smart and AAUW Work Smart, we are 
fighting to close the pay gap, one workshop at a time. (from national AAUW website) 

http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/salary-negotiation-workshops/

